
come 

 

d 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iv. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o 

 

 

 

 

Peter’s epiphany did not arrive as a flash of abstract insight. It 

came in the middle of a real situation and real obedience. God 

revealed something new, and Peter decided to obey. And in his 

obedience a new realization dawned upon him. 
 

Epiphanies often come to us the same way. Not as heavenly 

announcements, but as moments when God unsettles our settled 

thinking. A conversation that won’t let go of us. A scripture we 

have read before that suddenly speaks to us in new ways. A 

person we never expected to see as God’s beloved. 
 

Peter’s Obedience is key for his God related epiphany. 

Is often true for us as well. 

Epiphanies are not just about the moment of realization 

But all the moments that have lead up to it. 
 

Epiphanies call us to action: 

Peter could have admired the revelation and stayed put. Instead, 

he moved. He spoke. He baptized. He stood up for those God 

had already welcomed. 
 

Epiphany is not just about seeing more clearly. 

It is about giving God His due by living as though what God has 

revealed is actually true. 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS Matthew 3:13-17 p. 1,499 

“Giving God His Due: Fulfilling All Righteousness” 
 

“Fulfilling all righteousness” 
 

What if it is simply doing the will of the Father  

in any given circumstance? 
 

In the Gospel of Mattthew, righteousness is not a quality we 

possess, but something we participate in. 
 

Jesus said repeatedly he came to do the will of the Father. 
 

So John Baptizing Jesus fulfills all righteousness because it is 

the will of the Father in that situation. 
 

The parking lot at St. Martha and Mary’s. 

 
 

Sermon Notes 01-11-2026 

First Thoughts Psalm 29 p. 866 

“Giving God His Due: Sing God’s Glory” 
 

Ascribe to the Lord…Glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord…the Glory due his name. 
 

The God of Glory thunders over the waters 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;  

The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning.  

The voice of the Lord shakes the desert  

 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests bare 
 

And in his temple all cry, "Glory!” 
 

Imax/Allison & Peter/Dogs & Cats 
 

St. Martha and Mary’s Father O’Brien 

 
FURTHER THOUGHTS Acts 10:34-43p. 1,710 

“Giving God His Due; Peter’s Epiphany” 
 

Epiphany means manifestation or revealing. In a religious sense, 

it refers to God making Christ known. Not privately, not in hints, 

but openly. The veil is pulled back. 
 

Gold proclaims his kingship. 

Frankincense confesses his divinity. 

Myrrh anticipates his saving death. 
 

Having and “Epiphany” a “light bulb” moment. 
 

Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that 

God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation 

who fear him and do what is right. (Peter still thinking Law) 
 

Peter’s Epiphany, led him to witness to the reality of who Jesus 

was’ died, raised from the dead on the 3rd day, everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  
 

Led him to Baptize the household of the gentile Cornelious.  
 

Led him to be a voice for the Gentiles in the early church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayerfully, openly engage in relationships 

through Christ’s love.” 
 

CONTACT INFO 

Pastor: Vern Gauthier 

 (717) 385-9526 - 1stuppastor@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Elisabeth Gauthier 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30am-11:30am 

(717) 776-7525 - 1stupoffice@gmail.com 
 

Clerk of Session: Jim Ellingsworth 

(717) 609-3102 – jellingsworth22@gmail.com 
 

Moderator of Deacons: Sally Ann McCrea 

(717) 385-4734  samccrea@gmail.com 
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Donnie McKeehan, John Nimmon, Pam Nelson 

Stambaugh, Rev. Jim Richards, Catherine Bitner, Jo Smith, 

Pastor Vern, Family of Heidi Hefflefinger. Sam & Barb 
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Prayer Persons: Dick & Ann Smith-717-448-0691 

 538 Bullshead Road, Newville PA 17241 
 

Local Church: 1st UP- Pastor Vern 
 
 at 

Presbyterian: Christ Camp Hill- Bill Horton 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2025  Financial statements will be mailed in January 

2026.  Questions: see ElisabethG. 
 

 

 

January 2026 

 
 

Jan. 11th will be after Worship social time. 

Jan 13th 6:30pm Crafts 

Jan 15th 6:30pm Session 

Jan.18th stay for a soup lunch. All welcome, see the 

sign up sheet. Thanks! 

 

 

Come and chase the Winter Blues away with soup and 

games after Church on Sunday, January 18th. Bring a 

shareable food or dessert and a game. We will start 

after church around 11:30. There is a sign-up sheet on 

the hallway table, but all are welcome. 
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